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December, 2011

Dear Friend of Cathedral School:

Join us today to launch our appeal for financial assistance to our beloved Cathedral Consolidated School.  Our mission for the school year is to continue to serve the spiritual and academic needs of the children of Cathedral Parish as well as children from center city Harrisburg and surrounding communities.  We eagerly take on this challenge by improving and strengthening the presence of our school in downtown Harrisburg.

As co-author of this letter, I want to introduce myself.  At the end of this past summer, I was welcomed as the new principal of Cathedral School.  I have taught at Cathedral the past fifteen years and have a keen interest in the academic welfare and good character development of every child.  Since coming on board our enrolled number of children continues to increase giving us a growth spurt we have not experienced in years.  

We also implemented other changes designed to benefit the education of our children including departmentalizing grades five through eight in the subject areas of religion, science, social studies, and math.  In addition, under the direction of a most dedicated parent volunteer, Tanya Dick, we developed and successfully started a long-awaited daily hot lunch program.  Go to our website, www.cathedralschoolharrisburg.com, to learn more exciting news.

Regrettably, we are forced to overcome the recurring trend of a failing economy during the same time we are boosting our children’s success rate under new leadership and growing the amenities we offer.  We tightened our budget this year by reducing administrative and support hours and increasing fundraising efforts.  When the Diocese of Harrisburg suggested we close our doors last spring, we strongly reiterated our ongoing spiritual obligation to keep our doors open as the only remaining Catholic Institute of Learning in downtown Harrisburg.

We beg your assistance to help us stretch our fiscal budget to the end of the school year and to begin paying back our debt to the Diocese.  Step forward; invest in the education of a child.

Last year’s fundraiser was such a success; thank you.  This year’s objective for the Appeal is $40,000.  Your contribution allows our children to attend school in the city and enjoy the benefits of a downtown campus such as the Harrisburg Symphony, the William Penn Museum, the Whitaker Center, the Dauphin County library, and to participate in the Hunger Garden at the state Capitol.  

Each and every gift you send is appreciated and no gift is ever too small.  A commitment form is attached for your convenience.  One hundred percent of your gift is tax deductible and will be used to enhance Catholic Education at The Cathedral School.  

Pray for the success of this appeal.  We are counting on your efforts to keep this school alive!

Peace and love, 
[image: C:\Documents and Settings\Lubiann\My Documents\Fr. Rozman\Rozman Signature.JPG]                                 [image: ]                                                                      
Father Thomas Rozman					David Rushinski
Pastor, Cathedral Parish of St. Patrick			Principal, Cathedral School
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